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BY ED AWRENCE

Plenty in Store

Storebro’s Swedish-designed J32 combines
performance, style and strength

With the throttle of a performance cruiser like the
Storebro J32 three quarters open and the speedome-
ter registering 36 knots, it doesn't take long to span
the north end of Lake Washington, even with a mod-
erate breeze on the nose and slight chop on the lake's
shimmering blue surface.

heres a risk to traveling that quickly,
thowugh, since most boats are not
equipped with brakes and stopping
can be ditficult. The lake has several speed
zones, all of which are actively patrolled by
a police force anxious to cite speeding boat-
ers, and shoreside residents who aren't the least




bit timid about report-
ing violators.

“Hold on.,” Henry
Helliesen said as we
approached the “Slow
to S mph” buoy under
the east span of a
bridée. He turned the
wheel hard to star-
board, reversed the
position of one of two
jet drives, dropped one
of the split duct reverse
deflectors {or a “"buck-
et,” to those who speak
jet-ese ) and bingo, we'd completed a 150 degree
turn and the boat stopped in less than one
length, The only time I'd seen that maneuver
was ahoard a flat-bottomed 18 foot fishing boat
on the Rogue River,

“1 eould have just stopped instead of turn-
ing. but water would have come over the tran-
som and [ didn't want to get the carpets wet,”
he said with a sheepish grin, This was just anoth-
er dav at the office for Helliesen, president of
McKee and Mooney of Seattle and importer of
Storebro boats, and he was enjoving an oppor-
tunity to put the hoat through its paces.

Then, like a kid with the kevs to dads
Porsche, Helliesen shoved the throttles forward
again. Eight seconds later, we were on plane at
M) knots. With a deft flick of his wrist the boat
effortlessly maneuvered into a tight, 360 degree
turn while heeling less than 20 degrees,

Clearly, naval architect German Frers and
the boat’s Swedish builders have successfully
combined the design of a high-performance hull
and twin Hamilton jet drives.

They have also produced a top-drawer cruis-
er that will meet the demands of the diserim-
inating boater who is looking for both comfort
and speed.

Frers has carved out a reputation as one
of the more prominent names in naval archi-
tecture, primarily by designing elegant,
high performance sailboats like the Nautor Swan
line. With the introduction of the Storebro J32,
he's found a similar niche in the power boat-
ing world.

“We are attempting to meet a market of peo-
ple who see motorboating as an important ingre-
dient in their standard of living, bur not nec-
essarily an integral part of their lifesevle,” said
Frers. “We think that translates to speed, style
and comfort without the encumbrances that
may be toumd with larger, more traditional boats.

Past and Present — The J32 combines classic lines
from the 1950z with 1990z design. technology and perfor-
mance. The end result is one beaulilul boat that impresses
Irom all angles.
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“A second criteria was to produce a boat
that maintained the interior woodwork for
which Storebro has become famous,” Frers
added.

Though started as a foundry 270 vears ago,
Storebro has been building hoarts for more than
SO vears, ever since a group of Estonian refugees
renowned for their woodworling skills was hired
to construct rowing vessels. The company even-
tually expanded its efforts and introduced a
line of motor-powered vessels that included the
Solé, a seaworthy, solid mahogany 21-footer.
More than 3,000 of that model were produced
before construction was halted in 1977 and the
company began t'nuuxiu_:-_'t om larger vessels.

The recent introduction of the 32-footer sig-
fials a return to marketing o weekenders, as
well as construction of fiberglass hulls capable
of withstanding heavy seas found in the Baltic,
Though the boat’s a sprinter, owners will take
comfiort in the fact that it is constructed o Det
Norske Verias CE standards (the eriteria for
the Swedish Bureau of Standards). Translation:
The J32 is expected to safely weather Beaufort
Force 8 winds and 12 foot waves, conditions
boaters prefer to experience in the protection
of a marina.

The J32 is also nimble, as we learned when

Complete Quarters —
The J32 is the perfect boal
for stylish weekenders. The
wooden interior, which is
unmistakably Storebro, is
available in either mahogany
or Scandinavian birch. The
well-equipped galley fea-
fures a spacious dinette, the
large queen-size V-berih pro-
vides both comfort and shor-
age, and everywhere, includ-
ing the head, has lull stand-
ing room.

Helliesen sidled up to
the dock. That’s s-i-d-
l-e-d. With practice in
positioning the jet dri-
ves, it is possible to
drive the boat side-
wavs, even when the
wind is on the beam

More in Store

bince there is
more than 60 square
feet of living area in
the cockpit, guests
and crew can relax in
comfort, regardless of
weather conditions.




Top Features

@ Impressive performance, shallow draft and quick and responsive handling
@ Spacious and comfortable weekender accommodations belowdecks

@ Extremely quiet and stable ride
@ Cockpit cover features four different positions for cruising

@ Large aft sundeck has ample seating and a comfortable sofa

Top speed

Range & 30 knol cruise

Spe:iﬁ:atiuns
= A0 Length > 331, 2in.

Hamilton 211 -natsritﬂs > $229,000

that tastefullv comple-
ments the mahogany and
stainless steel steering
wheel., The windshield
frame is just high enough
to afford protection from
the elements without
interfering with sight
lines,

Spending time below-
decks isn't exactly like
being exiled to a penal
colony, since that area,
too, is equally spacious,

well  conceived and
finished.
“The hallmark of a

Storebro boat is the fine-
lv finished woodwork,”
Helliesen said. Wood sur
faces are cut by comput-
er driven tools to produce

*Based on a fuel price of $1.05 per gallon

Storebro |32 Overstuffed cushions surround the aft
Sport Cruiser section of the cockpit and other
Builder: creature comforts enhance the
Storebro Bruks AB environment. The dining area can
5-FO083 Storebro be made large enough for six adults
Sweden by retrieving a table stored below and

+011 46 492 185 00 installing it on the coclkpit sole, A wet bar

is cleverly concealed inside a fiberglass stor-
age compartment alt of the driver’s station,
and there’s storage for mixers in a freezer
mounted on stainless steel rails beneath the
navigator's seat.

This cockpit arrangement is so versatile
that, regardless of whether the wind pipes
up, temperatures rise above the com-
fort level or rainstorms appear, crew
and guests can remain abovedecks.

.."L CONVls cover ]]'IH'lII:I[L'LI o1n a
stainless steel frame concealed
hehind the cockpirt settees may be
raised to the “Nordic” position,
which completely encloses the
cockpit area. Heat flowing from |
vents built into the cockpit fills |
the space with warm air.

As an alternative, the cover
can be raised in the "Bermuda”
position, which provides shelter
from the sun buat, with windows
removed, allows breezes to flow |
through. |

The driver's station is equipped
with a hvdraulic steering system
that allows for effortless steering,
and engine controls are within
easy reach. Gauges with readouts
for each Yanmar 300 hp engine
are installed in a dashboard
accented by bright flame birch

Western Dealer:

McKee and Mooney, Inc.
9071 Fairview Ave. M.

Suite A-145

Geattle, WA 98109

(206) 447-7030
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precise edges and joints,

and khava mahogany
surfaces are finished with seven coats of
varnish.

As much as boaters may appreci-
ate the warmth of well-finished sur-
faces., thev also like to stand up without
banging their heads. a difficult task on some
small sporthoats. Not so with the J32, The
boat’s tallish profile translates to more than
six feet of standing headroom in the main
saloon, master stateroom and the head.
Though it might be considered old school, |
also liked the fact that fresh air enters the

hoat through traditionallv shaped round

N ports and a round hateh on the bow.

Crewmembers responsible for cook-
ing will find the gallev adequate for
light cooking chores: it is provisioned
with a two burner stove, a stain-
less steel sink, storage in five draw-
ers and enclosed cabinets behind
the sinl. The dining table is loeat-
ed to port.

The master stateroom is sur-
prisingly large for a boat this size.
The queen-size V-herth measures
six feet seven inches, and there's
plenty of storage for weekend get-
awavs, The dinette converts to
a berth that’s more than six feet
long, so four adules ean overnight
in comfort.

Storebro has made a dramaric
announcement of its return to the
weekender market with a hoat
that will have broad appeal to the
boater seeking a combination of
stvle, performance, surround-
ings and an opportunity to drive
sideways.

Sea



