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Saloon with helmstation to port with double seat in hard-wearing and eazsy to clean bluo
dralonupholstory. The mahegany table can be lowered to croate an occasional double berth

e naw Royal Cruiser 420 marks
signiticant move forward tor this
Swedish luxury motorboal buildar,
Allthe previous modals lhrough tha
company's 40-year history have
had sami-clisplacement hulls, with roundad
chines, and a llat run aft. The new boat marks a
departure from this pattern, with o deep-vas
hull form, Tha change has baen prompled by
lhe evar-increasing speeds ol loday's crail,
brought about partly by customer demand,
and partly by the greater powers available with
modarn high-speed digsels. The semi-
displacemant form is ideal up to around 20
knols, giving an aasily-driven hull, and good
sun-keaping, Once you go ibove his spaed,
howavar, 1ha powear requiramaonl increases
dispraportionalely, and the boat becomes
mora sensitiva lo lilaral rim, A daep-vea hullon
the othar hand will carry on up Lo 30 knots and
mora, with lass powar, and ample lataral
stability. Head-saa performance also impra-
vas, and the boat is generally drier inrough and
windy conditions, Corractly designed, the
cleap-vae lorm will also perform ballor in quar-
lering and following seas, having more dyna-
mic slability, andl lass tondency lo broach,
So it is thal Storebro have moved over 1o the
naw form, both for this boal and their othar now
madal tha 380. The dasign ol the two hulls has
baen tha rasponsibility of Johan Bjorklund, with
both being producaed in (ull-size woaden
prototypa form bofaro going into production.
This is standard praclice with all Royal
Cruisers, enabling the company to lest the beast
configurations ol engings, shaft angles, rudder
size and positions, and interior weights. Whan
all these are considerad corract, the prololype
bacomas the plug from which the production
mould is taken. Further fealures on the hull,
which wora perlecled by this process include
tunnals for the propellers, and underwater
axhausts, which emerge through the bottom of
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an axtendad ransom, that also carrios the inte-
gral bathing platiarm, The purpose of the un-
derwaler exhaust is 1o lower noisa lavols on the
aft deck, and reduca any lendancy tor fumes
and spray to be suckad back on board.

For tha exterior styling and interior design ol the
420, Storelyro have stayed with thair long-lime
partner Winfried Wilke. Wilke has been raspon-
sibla for all the company's designs over tha
past 27 years, and he has given them their clas-
sic elegance and style that have wan loyal cus-
tamors all around the world, This timeless ook
has boon rasponsible in no small measure for
the boals' repulation for retaining their value,
which has In lurn contributad to their popularity
amongst axporienced buyars, The ather trade-
mark ol a Royal Cruiseris ils llawlass mahogany
joinary, lashionad hy craltsrmen, and linishad in
many coals ol satin varnish, lo give a richness
andl dapthof colour thatcannot be beaten,

The layoutoftho 420 leatures amaster cabin alt,
saloon, doublo gabin forward, and either a third
doubla cahin, or o converlibla dinetta opposile
the galley. The ait cabin layoul gives the boat a
large aft deck for entertaining, as wall s a
raspeclable lying bridge. As you slep aboard,
the first fealure you encountar is a clover
opaning seclion in the guardrails amidships.
This ailther slides forward lor entry from a tall
docksida, ar hinges down Lo allow you to climb
up from a low pontoon. Underloal you imma-
diataly nolice the immaculate lmid leak deck,
which surrounds the boat, including the all
cdacl. This is bounded by quardrails that are
cappad in mahogany, with smoked perspex
dodgers to koop oul the wind, A ladder leads
down 1o tha integral bathing platiorm, whosa
'wings' provide excellant slowage space, and a
concoalod location lor the starn anchar and ils
windlass, a necessily in Scandinavian waters,

The dinotte and galley in ich mahegany

whore Ihe cuslom when mooring is lo el out an
anchor afl, then nose up to tha rocky shore ol
the tideless Baltic, Convantional bow ancho-
fing is caterad for equally well by a foredeck
locker housing a concealed anchor windlass,

A shorl ladder [sads up from the all deck to the
flying-bridge, Hera you have a pair ol bucket
seats forward, lacing awall laid out halm conso-

The aft mastor cabin with aliding door to the bathroom to save apace and walk-round double bed



le. This has all the nacessary instruments, plus
neal covered recesses lo lako charts, VHF,
GPS ete. The seats are mountad on a plinth,
thal hinges round through 907 o [ace an L-sha-
ped sellee/lounger to part, Liquid require-
ments up here are caterod for with awet-bar aft,
and i botlle slora sol behind a hingad panal in
the starboard side. Storabro have moved on
Iram the more normal goalpost mast to a singla-
upright mast, with a reversed wing on top. This
complemants tha madarn lines ol tha boat,
though the corner of the wing is close 1o lore-
head heighl as you go down tha laddar, The
mast can be lowarad for transil, or negolialing
low bridgas,

The saloon s entered via a half-haight sliding
doar lremthe aft deck, and a tlight of steps. The
intarior finish is averything we predicled, wilh
expanses of superb mahogany, set off by sim-
ple blue dralon upholstary, The whala ellect 15
atonca breathtaking bul welcoming and warm,
On your leltis a sideboard, with sensible
amounls of lockor space, and a praclical shell
on top for loosa itams. A cocklail locker is loca-
tacl hara, with lurther bollle slowage ina corner
lockar undar the helm seat larward, and room
lora TV, onaneat hinga-out plinth,

To slarboard is a sellee, with room for six peo-
pletosilround o lable that drops to lorm the infill
for an oceasional double barth. The fronl sec-
tian of the sattee clavarly hingas up and aver, (o
form a lorward-lacing double seal, ideal for
passangears to sil up high whoen on long
passages. Opposilo lo slarboard is the halm
posilion, again with a comiortable double seal.
This taces a console that is balh practicnl and
naat, All the engine mstruments are sat in a
panal lorward, with navigation instruments in
panels overhaad, To your lell is a comprehen-
sivi alectrical panel sel in the window shalf,
wilh ready-use swilches at the lorward end,
and main breakars behind, A 3/4-size charl-
area ahead has a hinged lid aver slowago
banaath, with a hinged carner seclion o thko a
recessed radar set,

Slops load down lorward, o the galley lo star-
board. This Is a good-size, with lids over cooker
and sinkadding lo the lzeling ol space, Anothar
lid in the worklop liflts 1o claverly rovenl a top-

Neat storn anchorand windlasa compartment

Undeorzstairaccoess to the Volvo TAMDT2's

londing freczer benonth, fitted as an option in
nddition to a normal fricga. Cooking is handlad
by a thraa-burnar gas hob, plus microwavea.
Opposite is the option of a dinalte, which con-
varts to a double berth, or a cabin with twin
bunks, aneover thealher,

Farward is the gues! double cabin, reached
through a sliding cloor, with a claver automatic
catch to hald it opan. The cabin has a cantral
doubla berth, and excallent headroom, al
1.95m (Gl 5in), Ithas its own bathroom an-suila,
lo stiarboird, with 1 second shower compar-
tmant to port. Parhaps surprisingly naither of
the toilets are accessible fram the saloon, with-
oul going through a cabin, Amplo stowaga 1S
provided, with two hanging lockers, and large
lockers under the bed, This laller has 4n inlo-
riar-sprung maltress, rather than the uncome
farlable plain foam rubbaer that we still so ollen
find. Howavar, the Storabro attention lo detail
lead them to find a manulacturer who could
provide the springs in galvanisad stlael, 1o
avoid any problams with corrosion, which
might discolour the tatarics.

The mastaer cabin is reached from the alt end of
the saloon, down thrae steep steps, witha small
door and hatch at the lop of them, The cabin is
lull-width and spacious, with a walk-round
daouble bod, and teilet compartment an-suile,
This latter Is reachad through another sliding
cloor, which aveids 1aking up cabin spaca, It
also has a shower stall en-suite, Clothes stora-
ge is providad by large lockers port and star-
board, that to starboard having a sensiblo
stack of shelves init, A wide shelf over ona loc-
kar provides further space, but thare is no
drassing lablo. Lifting tha front of tha mallrass
reveals a tailor-made tool tray. Something ol a
Royal Cruiser spociality this, it contains simple
laols lo cover mosl emoergencies, plus a selec-
lien of spare parts, including bulbs, luses,
angina filters, and gel-coat for small rapairs. So
simple and neal, it always surprises us that
olher builders do nol copy the idea. Lifting aut
the tool tray reveals the ship's balleries,
2% 170AN Tor enginoe start, and the same for
domastics. This might seem a surprising loca-

tian, but it helps get the boal's trim right, anc
with plumbed-in vontilation for the low-mainte
nancoe Tudor batlaries, the installation is salt
and convanient, Power lor thi 420 comes fron
a ppair of 430hp Volvo TAMD 725, located unde
the saloon. Rouling accaess to thesa s by lifting
lhe sleps from the saloon down (o the galley
with hatchas in the saloon sole giving acces:
lor mare: mijor ropairs. Reaching most ol the
service points in the engineroom is sasy, bu
tha fual fiters, particularly the parl one, are vary
awkward lo got la, with the generator, ¢
£10,000 option, getting inthe way.

Unclerway, the 420 proved the success of the
new hull, Slow speod manoauvring was straight
forward, with I-lynautic controls giving precisc
mavament of throttle and gears, and o bow.
thruster, available as an option, furthei
simplifying matters. At speed, the 420 reachec
an aasy 30 knots, and lurned as tightly as yo
wanted, wilh nene of tha stearing problams tha
propaller tunnels can giva, Nolse levals ware
generally axceallent throughout the boal, though
didbacomeamore noliceable inthe afl cabin,
50, all the old Royal Cruiser qualitios ara stil
tharein the 420, with the addinon of a naw hull tc
lake themarqueintothe 1990s, a

Sliding gate/ztep in the guardrall

SPECIFICATION

LOA  12.88m (4211 3in)
Beam  4.20m(130%in)
Drall  1.20m(30111n)
Displacement  12tonney
Fuolcapacity  2xBO0I(350al)
Walercapacily 5001t (130n00)
Power 2 x430hpVolvo TAMD724
Spoed  PRknals
Builder  SlorebroAB, 3-590 83 Starchrn,
Swodon.
Tel: +46402 30160
Fax: #6492 30300
Paul Hadloy Boal Sales,
Morthnoy Marina,
Hayling Island, Hants,
Tal:+4d (D)705 G 1672,
Firx: +4 (0705463402,
Prlee  FromF295,0000x VAT
Ablesled, £330,0000x VAT
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