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THE STORY: of how: ,refugees
fleeing Estonia after World War II
“broughttheir boatbuilding skills to
‘anengineering companyin Sweden
is’ one’ of the marine industry’s
favourite legends.
In those days the Storebro work-
shopsmade not boats but lathes for
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STOREBRO ROYAL 420

MOTOR BOAT AND YACHTING

REPORT

with an almost constant deadrise of 23°,
The generous chine flats are down-
angled fore and aft but horizontal
l'l.mldbhl]]b, and the single spray rail
starting just aft of the stem terminates
amidships.

The boat's construction is conven-
tional, conservative, and to Det Norske
Veritas standards — which says it all.
Her external appearance follows tradi-
tional Royul practice with a nicely prop-
ortioned superstructure atop a fairly
deep, high-volume hull that somehow
manages to avoid looking boxy. Instead

CONTINUED

of a radar arch, there's a rather radical
pylon-mounted wing with drooped tips
and i short mast to carry the upper
ﬁ.J.VlE’d.LlUﬂ licht and antennas.

ONDECK

Getting aboard a high-sided boat should
be easy: all you need is a ladder attached
to the punwale und a gate in the puard-
rails. Storebro's solution is simple and
clegant, neatly combining the two in a
swing-up Lubular stainless boarding lad-
der that doubles as u gate,

On deck everything is as you would

Navigator and driver sit side-by-side In the cr[‘nnomlmlly
areanged lower helm position,

want it. The sturdy guardrails and stan-
chions are the correct height and beauti-
[fully fabricated - the welds being all but
invisible. Perspex dodgers around the
aft deck are less obtrusive than fabric or
solid GRP und provide excellent security
and comfort. A teak capping rail pro-
vides the finishing Louch, From here a
tubular ladder with teak treads leads
down to Lhe bathing platform and on our
boat the swim ladder stowed up against
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The mahogany finish in the saloon i to Storchro®s usual
excellent standards,

it. However, future bouts will have the
swim ladder retracting into the port
buttress locker, leaving the buthing
platform unobstructed. The 3tu.rbuurh
buttress can be used cither to store
swimming gear or to house the aptional
15k (331b) stern anchor and windlass.
Six 12in (30em) cleats take cure of
mooring duties and a powerful capstan
winch = hidden out of sight in a recessed
foredeck well = handles the 20kg (44lb)

Bruce anchor which self-stows against a
stainless steel stemhend plate. Remote
operation is possible from both helm
stations, and a hand controller on a
wander lead is a superior option to foot
buttons for when you need to see what's
coming up along with the chain.

The standard deck finish i3 non-slip
GRP, but this particular boat had the
optional extra teak overlay. Fender
storage is in lockers beneath the
sidedecls, & neater and more secure
solution than the usual wire buskets.
Another classy touch is the provision of

two 8fL (2,74m) boathoolks in tubes on the
underside of the flybridge.

ACCOMMODATION

Anything other than a restrained clas-
gical elegance would come as a nasly
ghoek on a Royal.

Despite this, the interior packs
immediate impact thanks to an air of
quality that seduces the senses. The
mahogany joinery is clearly the work of
cabinet-makers rather than earpenters,
and the butloned upholstery hus an
almost feline look of perfection. But =
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then Royals have always been as much
about Lhe *how' as the ‘what',

The saloon is down four steps [irom Lhe
aft deck und measures a generous 9ft Oin
X OO0 Gin (2.%1dm =% 2,90m) al window
level with plenty of headroom, The U-
shuped settee to port seats five around :
drop-side tealk table, and opposite
there's u full-length sideboard that
extends beneath the helm seat to pro-
vide a wet-har, drinks cabinet, fridge
and entertainment ¢entre.

In accordunce with standard Royal
practice, the forward arm ol the scllee

flips over on an ingenious mechanism Lo
provide a Lwo-person forward-facing
beneh seat, and Lthere are innumerable
other thoughtful and unusual features.
ExLlra chart storage (roof-mounted in 2
drop-down tray ubove Lhe settee) and a
removable teak prualing and recessed
dirt trap on the top step lewding from the
all deck are just two examples,

Others include the way the complete
overhead instrument console is relensed
by unserewing two large knurled knobs,
whereupon il drops down on straps Lo a
convenient height to pive superb aceess

More line woodwork s on show in the galley, which is
cquipped with twin sinkes and a twohurner hob,

to the wiring, and the positioning of the
engine coolant expansion tanks m little
side lockers where you ean see the level
wilthout having Lo 1ift hatehes in the sole
and unserew the caps. Look in the bot-
tom of the sidebonrd lockers and you will
find unobtrusive hatches covering the
sensor units in the tops of the fuel tanks.
Of course, you may never need to get to
these, but if you did . . |

The carpet is the sort that makes you
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wuant Lo kick off your deck shoes for the
sheer sensual pleasure of walking across
it barefoot, and, of course, it has prop-
erly bound edges. Beneath it, the teak
and holly sole extends right out to the
edges ol the hull, under the settee and
below the sicdeboard.

Four steps down [rom Lhe suloon are
the palley and dinetle. The latter is
raised above the normal floor level and
arranged in i eosy little nleove which can
be curtained off for even pgreater
intimaey. The table drops in a trice to
convert the area into an oceasional
GIL 3in * ALL lin (1.90m % 1.24m) double
bed with o small standing arca at the
lool. Alternatively, u permunent double
cubin with Ltwo single bunks can be
specilied,

The U-shaped galley to starboard is an
intricately cratted cabinet-maker's
showpiece with twin sinks, two-burner
hob, mierowave oven, [ridge and
[reezer. Slorage on the outbeard side
below the sidedecks includes excellent
glass and plate racks which supplement

the drawers below the worktops and the
high-level lockers fore and aft.

Forward of the galley/dinette area,
through a sliding door with a secure
lateh-bacle fueility, is the puest cabin
with civilised separate ensuite toilet and
shower [acilities to port and starbourd.
This atill leaves plenty of standing room
with Gft Gin (1.956m) headroom at the foot
of the centrally placed bed.

A chest of drawers and a hanging
locker flank the fool of the bed an
there's i wide shell along both sides of
the hull. Double doors in the bed base
open onto a cave iocker which ean also be
londed with bulky items from the top by
lifting the bottom of the mattress, For-
ward of this js another Lop-loading space
for occnsiunal bedding,

The owner's nll eabin has its 6ft Gin %
5ft Oin (1.95m % 1.50m) bed ahp;htly
offsel to port to make room for spacious
toilet and shower facilitics and a wide
sideboard on the sturbourd side, the
shower cubicle in this case being sepa-
rated (rom the toilet compartment by 2

The dinette occuples a raised alcove, The rea converls
casily intoa 6t 3in = Aft Lin (1.90m = 1.24m) double,

folding glass door. The mixer Lup al the
washbasin has an additional pull-out
shower head for hair washing.

Here, as throughout the rest of the
boat, all the fixtures and fittings are first
class: both ends of the boat are equil)ped
with Raritan eleclric heads and have
Lestk graLling soles, and even the plumb-
ing fittings are in brass rather than the
usual plastic. The lack ol extractor venti-
lators in the heads compartments is an
uncharacteristic over sight.

The main cubin is light and airy thanks
to Lthe skylight eseape hateh and the strip
windows running down both sides just
below the p;unwﬂle and right aeross the
transom. ’lhem 5 a substantial amount
of very solic joinery on both sides of the
cabin, This limits the room either side off
the bed but provides two good-sized
hanging lockers and plenty of shelf
space. Surprisingly, the under-deck
arca to port beneath a large mirror &



118

BOAT

STOREBRO ROYAL 420

MOTOR BOAT AND YACHTING

REPORT

CONTINUED

The arm of the saloan settee (left) fips over toforma
forward-(acing bench for bwo people (right),

seems to have been ignored. The space
below the bed, with its special interior
sprung mattress, is taken up mostly
with water tanks and batteries, plus a
flare pack and first-aid kit.

ENGINES

Storebro have chogen twin 430hp
(3161W) Volvo TAMDT2s to power the
420, riving a power-to-weight ratio of
Gdhp per ton. T'win Dise pearboxes feed
the power to the rather special (and
expensive) five-bladed Hamble props.

Che enlranee to the engineroom is
behind the galley steps and all routine
maintenance points are easily access-
ible, Bir Perspex raw-water strainers
and primary luel Alters wre arranged in
pairs on the forward bulkheud,

The stainless steel fuel tanks are
locuted outboard of the engines, On this
boat they were entirely separate, but on
future 420s interconnect and transfer
facilitics will be available.

A Leaditional Royal feature is the
exhaust system that exits below the
waterline via transom-mounted trunk-
ing, and on this boat the integral bathing
platform helps to further reduce noise
levels and visible smoke.

Heating, air-conditioning and a gener-
alor are availuble as options, An excel-
lent standard feature is a rack of six
neatly labelled diaphragm pumps Lo deal
with witler pressure and bilge pumping
duties. A typically thoughtful touch is
the provision of aclip alongide the heater
s0 that even the plowplug spanner hus
its own proper place.

Detailed inspection of the Royal's
main and auxiliary systems reveals a
totally uncompromising approach. Quite
simply, the highest quality equipment is
instilled using the very best engineering
practice. [n an ideal world, all bouals
would be engineered to these standards.

HANDLINGAND PERFORMANCE

Both helm stations are neatly and ergo-
nomicully arranged., On the Nybridge,
Lwin bucket seals [ace an attractive and
effective console with simplified instro-
mentation arranpged in a strip above the
wood-rimmed wheel. The twin-lever
controls, trim-tab rocker switches and
bow-Lhruster conbrol ull come nicely to
hand.

To the right there’'s a TPerspex-
covered chart areaideal for pilotage, and
room [or autopilot and nav system
repeaters, but no cup holders were fitted
to this particular boat.

The lower position is naturally more
comprehensive, The helmsman and
navigator sit side by side with the wheel
and throttles on the left and a large, flat
chart aren immediately in front of the
right-hand seat. Ahead of this, a full
range of engine instruments is set in a
full-width pod, and the switech gear is
nicely arranged in another console
beneath the port window.

This layout makes it easy [or the
helmsman to con the boat single-handed
if necessary without having to leave the
wheel, but [ have reservations about
mounting the radar vertically under a
flap in the chart table. The square grid-
like object to the left of the throttles 1s an
ashtray, but apain there are no cup
holders.

The seat adjusts horizontally, and
there's an excellent fold-nway lootrest.
The powerlul demister system and hot
and cold windsereen wash system are
exemplary, and fitted as standard.

The 420 exhibils docile handling dur-
ing docking manocuvres, The boxes
engage smoothly and there’s none of the
lunging back and forth too often experi-
enced on lesser boals: Lhe five-bladed
propellers may have something Lo do
with this.

On the open sea, typieal Royal charae-
teristics become immediately appuarent.

Storebro lilke their boats to ride as Aat as
possible al normal eruising speed, with-
out resorting Lo the brim tabs to keep the
bow down. This works perleelly well
unless you want to play hoolignns and
chuck the boat around at high speed,
when the secondary effect of full rudder
depresses the bow just a bit too far,
whercupon sheets of water are thrown
up by Lhe inside chine.

A bit more aft trim might ulso come in
handy when travelling downwind in a
seawiy, bul conditions on the day of our
test didn't allow us to check,

Brutal applieation of {ull lock when
running Hat out also revealed a slight
tendency for the rudders to stall, but
Storebra have alrendy implemented
modifications to correct this.

The excellent low-speed torque of the
Volve TAMDT2s pushed the boat up
onto the pline withoul a1 moment's
hesitation and produced a maximum
speed of 29 knots with a two-thirds fuel
load, full water and three erew,

At this rate the engines are gobbling
fuel at 42.5gal/h (1931t/h) = which is
equivalent to 0.7Tmpg — but consumption
ean be virtually halved by reducing revs
from 2,600 to 2,200 and settling for a
very respectable cruising speed of 26
knots. At this speed the Storebro
Royal's eruising range, allowing for 20%
reserves, is nearly 320 miles.

Noise levels remained reasonuable
throughout the boat, and the five-bladed
propellers certainly scemed to reduce
high-speed vibration,

CONCLUSION

There are certainly other 42ft motor
eruisers capable of doing what the
Storebro Royal Cruiser 420 does for far
less money, But pride of ownership is
whal Royul Cruisers are all about, and
this new addition Lo the range can only
enhance Storebro's already enviuble
reputation, The very best will always be
arare and expensive commaodity. O
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' TECHNICAL DATA

DIMENSIONS -

Lengthaverull A2M:3in (12.88m)

Hull length 421t 3in (12.88m)
Waterline length 361 10in (11.23m)

Beum I8N (4. 19m)

Draght 3N 11in (1,19m)

Displacement 13 tonys

Fuel eapacity S50zl (1,60118)

Water enpneity T2l (GRHIE)

ACCOMMODATION

Twao double cubins with ensuite
toilets and showers, convertible
double dinutte, Galley, Wheothouse/
sloon. Flyhridge and adt deck.

ENGINES
T'win Valvo TAMD 72 diesels
driving 25in x 3V%in (635mm %

1ot

SH1mm) propellems vin MGOHOTA
penrboxes,

Cupueity 6,700
Cylinders i
Miux rpm 2600
Muxhp 413
PERFORMANCE

Topapeed 20 knots
(¥ tanks, three crew)

Cruising speed 26 lmots
Crulsing range 320 miles

CONSTRUCTION

Iauned-liaied choppresd-stesnd mat and
woven rovings in polyester resin,
Fowmn sandwich deelcand hull,

Hollow top hit (rumes and stringem, " |
Lay-up weights (reinforeement only) W =t i i e e
i npw T 2 A calbita | e 4
Keel Taz/t (2, 10g/m®) @ = e g
Bottom LLoz/V* (3.30kqy/m?) | % b R ol

i T o | = —
Chine 3Loz/IY* (9.36kg/m®) gol  |eEe .
Tapricles 1802/1V (8, Thkye/m™) ol Pt
Deck 2o/t (8, Thygm') ! i

1
Hi
PRICE Ik r..m_m......‘,.tlm,' "
From 203,13 (ox VAT) il l e
As tested L1101 (ex VAT) 4 et /)
—— T
BUILDER N h /i
Starehro Royul Cruisers, S-59083, ‘j I / |/
Storebro, Swaalen, Tel: 01046192 F /1
A0160), f- 1% .’J ' _
== 3 \ ;
SUPPLIER ey ,’
Paul Hadley Bout Sules, Northney " i RN
Mewing, Northney Roud, Huyling N [
Islund, Hunts FO1LONH, Tel: 0700 / ‘
A61672, ! e I e bt T .
- LR e Iad ) o !" 7 T [
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