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For:

Excellent standard of
constriction

Good interior trim
Daorisay access fo

SR TOUH

Good seakeeping qualities
Meal ferder stowge

Against:

High price

Poorly designed pulpil
Chorsy Fying bridge
seats bed

CHffic ulf steering
switch-aver control

THE Rioyal 40 is the largest boat in the
range Storebro Royal Cruisers from
Sweden, though there were larger medels
int the days when they were buill in weod.
The wooden Royals had a repulation as
solid seagpoing cruisers and their glassfibre
sucoessors seeim 1o be buill o the same high
slandards.

The smaller boats in the range, with
their wooden wheelhouses, retain some-
thing of the appearance ol the older
Rovals, but the new 40, although based on
the old 38 hull, looks very different.

We spent two days and one night
aboard a Royal 40, based in Poole, paltinge
the boat through her paces in Poole Bay
and oul past Swanage to Durlston Head,
where we sncountered some quite big seas
in the Force 5 wind blowing against the
lide. We were keen to see whether the
Roval 405 standards of construction and
Ftting oul, and her seakeeping gualilies
justified the hefiv price tag.

Construction

The batiom i 51ighrli,' rounded in section
with a [ine entry and lairly flat mon. The
substantial ching and the spray rails {two
an each side} are carried ri::ﬂt Forward and
spray deflection is [urther effected by the
wide flare in the buws, There's a shallow
keel running alt to a mavimuom depth of
13in (0.33m)

The superstructure, all white and wilh
a rakizsh cabin top, wheelhouse and flying
bridge, is wery much in the convenlional
styling of the tast modern cruiser. The
wheelhouse and Hying bridege are guite
high  hut  their lines dont  give  the
appearance of topheaviness. The strange
half roll bar’ is nol unattractive.

Hull form

The Koyal 40 & widoubtedly a wvery
skrongly buoilt boat. The basic glassiibre
lay-up 15 heavy coough bul what the con-
struction drawing on page 98 can’l show is
that the forward half of the 1opsides has an
pxtra 2 osfwy L (06kessqm) of glassiibre
mat and the forward hatf of the bottom has
an extra 4 oedsy EL{L2kg /sq m). There are
four decp stringers inside the bottom
idoubling as engine beds) and bwo smaller
otes along each side. In addition there are
transverse frames at about 1F1 &in {0, 46m)
CEnkres,

Hull and deck are joined along a wer-

tical flange. screwed and heavily bonded
continuad ovarleaf
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logether, with a rubber gunwale strip
along the outside. Where there are fittings
in the deck, leak blocks are inserbed in
place of the balsa core. The superstructure
is of Divinicell polystyrene sandwich con-
struction, The gel coat finish looked first
class throughout the boat.

Interior trim looked very good too,
mostly mahogany with eight coats of matt

warnish giving an attractive finish and with |
for

reasonable  heatproofing  qualities

shelves and galley work-top. There are |

also areas of suedette and deckheads are
lined with winyl on ply panels, The
Draylon soft furnishings looked vulnerable
bo salt water and muck, but this material is
in fact surprisingly easv to clean. There are
one or two nice touches like the padded
covering owver the wiper motors which
should save a few bumps on the head,

You can get (o most parts of the hull
Erom inside the boal (a basic requirement
neglected in many modern boaks) although
the panels that make up the cabin sole
r\ru]u d be easier o lift if fitted with [inger
1wles.

"Engines

Slandard installation is a pair of 225hp
TAMD 60B Volva diesels, but the boat we
had waz fitted with the more powerful
oplion of two TAMD 70Ds, swhich
generale 270hp cach, They drove two 4-
bladed, 26in = 24in (660 ¥ 610mm), contra-
rolaling props. The engines are Hexibly
mounted on one-piece steel bearers baolted
on to deep beds which run the full length of

| the boat,

The engine room can be teached
thmugh a doorway ].r-_'adint.r, doswn and for-
ward from he wheelhouse/saloon, So
running maintenance can be carded ot
without the bore of lifting up carpet and
flooring, although with the bigger engines
there was only just enough clearances over
the oil and water Hllers.

The installation was on the whale a

very nwat ong, The fuel pump and filter on |

the port engine, tucked down Lhe side of
the boat wene diffcult, but not impossible
to reach. The fuel line filters were also
difficult to get at and these and the water
traps were at the after end of the engine
T, the far end From the dnnrwa}r,

The wheelhouse,/ saloon is spacious and
airy with its large windows and glass
sliding daur which givies acoess to the afrer
deck. A U-shaped settee on the starboard
side weats five or sie in comlott round a
table. The standard table wasn't Hited in
our boat; it will be of adjustable height but
not fixed to the floor; no matter how heavy
and stable it will surely be in danger ol
being thrown aboutin a big sea. Along the
pott side are various cupbeoards with a
wide shelfover, and a wet bhar wilh asmall
sink and another, smaller Engel Eleclric
fridige. Twao of the cupboards are lor drinks
and have cut-out holders in some familiar
shapes.  Presumably  the &@nk  and

will be |
future boats. The wet bar and stowage for bottias Enr'mnl.lgl
halimaman’s seat slldes fore and aft and will seat two. Above. the well equippaed gallay is

placed by .a dual haight sffair for

légses |5.0pposita the seties. Tha

finished in timber with a polyurethane finlsh. There is ampls space for praparing food and
all the stowapgs j& within sasy reach of the cook. A gaz cooker can be fittad if praferred.

" secondary fridee have some connection

| shower

with liquid refreshonent too.
There s nowhere hann‘if B0 puat wet
clothes when vou come inside from the aft

Avcoess to the after cabin s via a short
companionway on the port side. The
conventional dooms at the top of the steps
make them rather narcow but a sliding
door will be fited on later boabs, ]i:u.v:ing
more room when open.

The alter cabin is wery comfortable
wilh a large double berth, plenty of Hoor
space and lweo gigantic hanging lockers.
The lack of any drawer slorage is perhaps
the omly crbicism. On the port side is a
narrow  dressing table beneath a  big
mireor, To starboard s 8 solid escape
hatch, leading up bo the after deck.

The cabin has its cwn toilet compart-
ment with Raritan sea toilet, vanitory unit
and, again, wooden loo roll holder. The
comparlimenl  is  separate, an

half h:,.rdpiasrir curtain. However, as in Lhe
forward  compartment  Lhere 5 ne
permanent ventilation,

There are twin fuel tanks with the usual
cToss-0ver  arrangement.  Fowe 12V,
1eQampshr  batteries (two  reserved For
engine starting bul all fodr can be coupled!
are installed, rather alarmingly, under the
double bunk in the aft cabin. However, the
batteries are vented through a connecling
plastic lube to an outlel in the transom.
The plastic water bank is also fitted under
this bunk..

Cur boat was fitted with a4 Skow Gachd
generalor {an extra}, wery well insalated
and with a well silenced exhaust, & 7§
Fz”m‘l i35 litre] calodfier provides some
wit water from the emgine heat (2 biguer
one would be more useful on a boat +|El'|i¢.
size) and, with the generator installed, is
[itted with electric heating, gither [rom the
generator or via the shore line. which is a

standard fitting.

The deckhead and bulkheads of the
engine room, together with the Fuel tanks,
are lined with foil-faced foum sound
insulalion,

Accommodation

i The sL.ml:lan:-l lavoul has six berths with

bwio separate cabins and a dinette/double
herth apposile the galley. The alternative
laveut, as in our boat, has a third cabin in
place of the dinette with bwo bunk berths,
You gain some privacy, but lose the con-
venience and sodability of having an
wating arca near to and on the same level as
the palley, Also, the long bulkhead of the
cabiin is not very attrackive,

Working from bow Lo slern we have a
forecabin with wo wee berths wilh an
eifective length of about 601 1in (1.8dm}.

| There is a central Aller 1o convert the space
excellent feature, separated [rom the we |

into a deuble berth. There's a hanging
lacker, big storage space under the berths
and wide shelving up abowe, The lore-
hatch, ab slightly linted Perspex, is easily
worked, It tightens down on to a rubber
5&!3' ﬂn{i can b[" Ei'.':fd |:1PI.-!|!'| at anv ﬂ'l-IH]E.
The anly natural light is through the hatch
and through two small windews in the
duor s this cabin is rather dark.

Just aft, vn the starboard side, is a
decent-sized  toilet compartment with a
Raritan wea toilet, a showor, vanitory unit,
big mirror and — pidee de vesislance — a
mahoegany paper holder. The teilet has an
opening window, but no other ventilation.

The galley, next aft on the slarboard
side, has an elecitic cooker with two rings
and an oven, You have to run the
generator to operate il. With ne generator
a gas cooker is ftted and, [rankiy, this
might be more convenienl anyway. There's
a bwoesink unit with a swivelling mixer Lap
and also a spray rinset on a Hexible hose,



Top. the spacious after cabin with im hig
double barth. Tha atriped timbar bacomas
boring to ook at aftar a while, Centra, the
efigine room is cramped and gervicing at
saa would be difficulk without taking up the
saloon floor. Topping up water and oil &
almoat impoasible. Above, good foredeck
with ballista for launching the anchor. The
locker is deep and hold: plenty of warp a8
wall B8 the shora power line. Left, looking
up to tha flying bridge with its awkward sun
bed and unusual half mast. Access to the
galoon is difficult with the sun bed down,
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The area of work surface is adequate, or
indecd generous with the covers on the
sinks or cooker. The cooker cover lolds

" down into its special slot behind it

Anather little refinement is a pull-out
chopping cum bread board, Storage space
is plentiful, some of it designed to take the
full set of glasses, crockery and cutlery
which is suppled as standard. An Engel
electric fridse is also standard equipment.

The ga] By is open to the wheelhouse s
salvon on the higher level. Even so, with
the third cabin arrangement the cook is
rather isolated from the rest of the crew.
Food can be passed up via a shelt on the
hall bulkhead between the galley and
wheelhouse,

The cabin opposite the palley has two
over-and-under bunks. The upper bunk
can be lowered to form a backrest For the
lower bunk, tuming it into a scetee but
being rather long and narrow, with not

- very much Hoor space, it's a cheerless place

bo sit. There's a hanging locker and a small
amount of storage space, nowhere big
enough to put a case, :

Deck layout

The foredeck fealures a lolrans electric
windlass with a 481k (22kg) T anharth-t;.rgu
anchor held against the stemhead fitting by
a spring-loaded device enabling it to be
fired three or [our feel clear of the bow
(this can be done lrom the swheelhouse ).
There are two substantial cleats fixed near
the edge with metal sirips protecting the
gunwale.

A locker for bow warps also houses the
connection and lead lor the shore line,
Although the locker looked waterproot
one wonders about Lthe wisdom of having
the connection right up here,

The pulpit could do with a central rail
[or safely although as it overhangs {a
feature we are never keen on) this would
make access over the bow more difficult
than it is and it might alse snag bow warps.

The guardrails, which do have a central
rail, are the right height and the stanchions
{ee]l secure, There's a teak grabrail along
each side of the wheelhouse bul,
surprisingly, none along the cabin Lop.

’.‘-.-iid!-;ﬁipﬁ cleats ane fittked for springs
and also along, the sidedecks are Iockers
each holding ttn_'r_' large fenders — one of
the neatest ideas for fender slowage we
hawve come acrow. One not-so-pood teatune
wias the stowage for the boalhook, e

| down outside the wheelhouse, just right for

savaping bare feel.
Teak steps on each side of Lhe atter deck

| assist acoess bo it without going right aft,

wher there are no outer goardrails, Atter
cheats are on the raised deck coaming, but
the small locker intended for stem warps
an the narrow lower stern deck, which has
no guardrail and is partiaily obstructed by
the cosign staff can be d.L[l'[cugt Lo get at.
There are steps down to a 1éak bathing
platform (an extra) across Lthe lransom,
The raised after deck, with its coaming
amid solid guardrail is a nice lounging area,
Suabs and a table can be bought as exiras.
Avcess to the flying bridge is easy, u
just three steps. A& Llinted, shallow wind-
screen, raked forward, has a tubular steel
support around it which could be used asa
rrabrail, The helmsman's seal is Lo star-
ard and a double seal 1o port, The latter
car be converted into a lounging bed by
tolding the backrest doswn, insering an
catra picce over the facia and dropping
down another seclion normally hinged up

continuad over|éaf




boat report

Motor Boat
and Yachting

continued

over Lhe companionway. It's a rather
cumbersome arrangement and Lhe [iting

stanlial; if & gave way anyone passing
underneath would sufter a nasty head
injury.

The hall 'roll-bar’ takes a steaming light
and an achor light and is supposed to be
strong enough to carry a ruir?;r SCATITIET,
We'd be happier il il went all the way over
before carrying that sork of weight,

The port and starboard nav lights,
fitted on the wheslhouse sides were cross-
eved, e the porl light showed to about 10
degrees to starboard, and vice versa.

All the decking had a moulded in non-
slip which didn’t seem loo effective. Toak
| laid decking can be had as an extra.

Handling

being a good sea boat, Motoring inle a
nasty head sea we throttled back [rom
230mpm ta 2100 o make her more com-
fortable, bul slamming was by no means
excessive, Mosl of the spray was thrown
well clear and the pantugraph wipers
coped manfully with what did hit the
windscreen, Going across the sea presented
fnu problems and in a4 following or
uarteTing sea we were very impressed by
the way she held her course, although, as
on any motor boat in such condibons,

that holds up the after piece looks insub- |

The Royal 40 gave wvery tmpression of :

e

steering called for considerable concen-
tration. The Morse steering seemed very
stifl, an impression accenluated by the fact
that at any speed the turning circle was far
from tight,

Slow speed handling proved quile easy,
using the good Muorse dual-lever contrels.
The high sides and  superstructure are
easilv caught by the wind and vou have 1o
get used to the offect this has,

The helinsman's seat in the wheelhouse
is wery comfortable. It will seat bwo and is
- adjustable fore and aft. The fool-tesl on
| the seat column can be lifted up vut of the
way when you want te stand to steer; The
charl lable beside the controls can take a
charl [olded in half and can be used by the
helmsman or the passenger beside him, a
useful [ealure, The table lifts up to reveal
what could be charl stowage, Eut G our
boat were the conlrols for the gencrator,

Standard equipment  includes Boat
Leveler trim tabs, MNeco autopilot, Sumlog
and Silva compass, In the wheelhowse the
compass was over 3t {09m) lrom the
| helmsman and «t that distance a compass

wilh a clearer card would be preferable, A

full sel of Volvo cogine instruments is
I Hited in the whecllhouose, angled al 45
i deprees and easily read.

Or the Aying bridge the helmsman has |

At full speed in sparkling cond|tions off Poola, the Royal 40 makes light of a modarate chop,

a comfurtable bucket seat, again adjustable
Fore and aft, and good all-round visibility.
The only instruments are 3 Silva compass,
partly obscured by the wheel, rev. cournler,
temperature and il warning lights and
engine start and stop. The lever Lhat
engages the flying bridge or wheelhouse
sleerinng whels was, on our  beal,
extrernely difficult to operate,

Conclusion

The standard of construction and sea-
keeping qualilies of the Royal 40 are
certainly better than many, if not most of
the other boals around in her class.
Whether she's worth the 220,000 to
B3 .000 thal she cosls over those other
boats we wonder, bul some prospective
buyers might well think so.” There an
several sood ideas in the fitting out, the
doorway to the engine room and the fender
stowage for example, and onc or bwo
which haven't worked so well. like the
lounging bed on the fying bridge. We
would prefer the open plan layout fo the
third :_-u%in arrangement bul theve may boe
those for whom nighi-lime privacy s
higher on the list of priorities.
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